


Increasing Local Foods to Support Resiliency
in School Meal Supply Chains
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FOOD SAFETY INFORMATION
AND RESOURCES FOR THE
FARM TO SCHOOL COMMUNITY
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Fact Sheets
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AN OVERVIEW OF GOOD
AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES (GAPs)

What are Good Agricutural Practices
(GAPs)?

Good Agricultural Practices

There is no Federal requirement
for schools to purchase food
from farms that have a GAP

certification or other third-party

food safety certification.

The main pr GAPs focus sn water, manure and
municipal blosolids, worker heslth and hyglene, sanitary
facilities, field sanitation, packing facilty sanitation,
transpartation, and traceback and recardkeping.
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SCHOOL GARDENS

Using Gardens To Grow Healthy Habits In
Cafeterias, Classrooms, and Communities

TEACHING GARDENS in Tennessee. aquaponics
systems in Mentana, salad bars in New Mexico, garden-
based curriculum in Guam...across the Nation schaols
are growing gardens to provide faod for child nutrition
pragrams, connect children to the souree of their foad,
and create hands-on interdisciplinary classrooms.

In rural Montana, the growing season is short, but
that doesn’t stop the team from Farm to School

of Park Caunty in Livingston. T, from growing
foud year-round. High school students manage
‘an aquapanics greenhouse, growing & nutrient
‘ecosystem that combines fish and plants. The
students Learn rich lessons in chemistry and

ialogy, as well as the business skills needed to
sell the fish to lacal restaurants.

Using School Garden Produce
in the Cafeteria

Space for Gardens in All Seas

GARDENS IN TRIBAL COMMUNITIES

TRIBAL COMMUNITIES are growing gardens of all
farms from medicinal gardens and small cammunity
gardens to larger foad production gardens to schaol
gardens, This fact sheet will primarily focus on tribal
school gardens. Tribal Nations are increasingly
leveraging schaol gardens as taols to preserve tribal
language, 3 connection to the land, cultura and 3 source
of food for child nutritian programs.

Intraducing whole, traditional foods into student dists
can halp children form life-long, healthy eating habits.
Research indicates that chiléren are mare likely to taste,
consume, and have positive opinians of fresh produce

when they are given hands-en opportu

ies ko plant
and harvest. School gardens sffer an interactive, outdoor
classroom for engaging both elders and students in
linking their past and future, and a braader educational
and cultural history, USDA supparts tribal communities
and schoals wha use school gardans for aducational
purposes and as 3 source of praduce for child

nutrition programs.

Wew York: Kanenhiio & Akwesane Freedom School (AFS)

Colorade; Mantezuma School to Farm Program

% Mantezuma Schacl ta Farm program

The following are examples of tribal schools groy
gardens to provide foad for child nutrition pr
connect children o the source of their food

hands-on interdisciplinary learning exper

Arizona; Roating Traditions to Today with
Throe Sisters
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News and Notes from armto School Program
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http://www.fns.usda.gov/cfs/e-letter-archive

Delivered monthly, full of updates, webinar info,
relevant news, and field notes.

Become one of our more than
170,000 subscribers!
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http://www.fns.usda.gov/cfs/e-letter-archive

Farm to School Regional Specialists

Kari Kramer

Kendra Vandree

Western Regional Office
(WRQO)
SM.FN.WRO.F2CNP®@usda.gov

)

Tom Tognazzi

Northeast Regional Office
(NERO)
SM.Fn.NE.F2S@usda.gov

Andrea Alma

Allison Bell

Mountain Plains Regional Office
(MPRO)

SM.fn.MPRO.F2S@usda.gov

C

Qo5

Nicole Zammit
Kelsey Porter
Mid-Atlantic Regional Office (MARQO)

Chantal Beard SM.FN.MA-Farm2CN@usda.gov
Southwest Regional Office
(SWRO)

SM.FN.SW-Schools@usda.gov Lissa Ong
Bernadette Lorenzo

Southeast Regional Office

SarahElliott (SERO)
Angela Rupchock-Schafer M.fn.SEROCF v

Midwest Regional Office

(MWROQO)
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