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State-Level Advocacy:
Strengthening TEFAP
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Today’s Speakers

Gabrielle Julia Lemp Katherine
Murphy Feeding Byers
St. Louis Area America Houston Food

Food Bank Bank
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TEFAP & State Advocacy Overview "

Cornerstone food source for the
Feeding America network

Farms = Food Banks = Families

>> Federal Program
>> Administered by States
>>0perationalized by Emergency
Feeding Organizations
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Advocacy Opportunities

Who: State Administrators; State
Legislators

Federal

How: State Plan Amendments Who: Congress; USDA
How: Farm Bill;

What: State-Level Program
Rulemaking

Options

What: Funding; Federal
Rules and Regulations
a8 D Changes
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Resource: Feeding America’s TEFAP State Guide

State-by-State
Options:

* Participant Access &
Eligibility

* Ordering

* Distribution

 Administration

* and more!
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THE
FOOD ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

STATE GUIDE Feb 2020

A p S O F Below are two maps lllustrating the policies states

have chosan on two key state TEFAP options. The

first shows the vast differences in the other federal

S‘ T //—\\ T E means-tested programs that states can use to link
N G to TEFAP eligibility, while the second map shows the

CA p O [_ | C l E S ;Islebl:fh::ryllng lnco'me levels states use for TEFAP
EMERGENCY

CROSS ELIGIBILITY OF MEANS-TESTED PROGRAMS

Means Tested
NA

= SNAP

= SNAP, Medicaid

» SNAR, Medicaid, NSLP, TANF

m SNAP, Medicald, TANF
SNAP, NSLP

= SNAP, NSLP, TANF

= SNAP, TANF

STATE FEDERAL POVERTY LEVELS

Images from previous, 2020 version of TEFAP State Guide.



Texas & the TEFAP Signature v.

* Lessons in knowing what flexibilities exist and why your state agency doesn’t
employ them

* The only federal requirements:
—Income guidelines for receipt of commodities
—Standards for applicants to show proof of income
—Ensure applicant resides in state (without respect to length of residency)

* Federal regulations allow for, but do not require, a recipient of TEFAP to sign
when applying for TEFAP and when picking up TEFAP foods.
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El formulario de solicitud del Programa de Asistencia Alimentaria de Emergencia

*Categorical Eigiility
Agency Name [DISTRIBUTION SITE NAME & ADDRESS)]

figency Rep Name Print [ELECTED OFFICIAL'S REPRESENTATIVE] Sinature Frogram

Temporary Assistance Far Needy Families
. | ouplementl ey ome
**Certfication period for eligible households through 10/31/2020. W mm o o

*Categorical For Staff Use only:

* s | RouseholdCs | SenaturefpronyNanes

e Addes Direcn | g - Elegihidad de Criss | ignature Fima /Py | Household s Elgble or
Elegibilidad / del Hogar Nombre y Firma Not Elgihle

cateporica

b b e ] OND  cimegte
b b ] e ] 0B chimegte
b b e ] NS ] gt
b b e ] OB ] gt
b b e ] OB ] gt
A s N T
b e ] OB chimegte
bbb e ] OB it
A T T T
A T T T
b e ] OB ] ciimdgte
b e ] OB ] gt
b e ] OB ] gt
b b e ] OB it
b b ] e ] 0B chimegte
b b e ] NS ] gt
- b f ] ees | 0B | g

In accordance with Federal civil rights [aw and UL5. Department of Agriculture {USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering LISDA programs are prohibited from
discriminating based on race, colar, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. Persans with disabilities wha require alternative means of communication
for program information (2.2. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc ), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English, To file @ program complaint of discrimingtion, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint

Farmhttp:/wwww.scr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust. hitml, {AD-3027) found online &t and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request  copy of the complaint
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Texas & the TEFAP Signature

e Staff member on TDA TEFAP workgroup

* As waiver was coming to an end - required
signature but included other categories in
addition to income: categorical & crisis

e Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA)’s
impression was food banks wanted
signatures as a “protection from liability.”
- formal attestation to income eligibility
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Texas Department of Agnculture

Febmuary 2022 | Form H1555b

Alternate Household Application for USDA Foods
The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP). Sites may request but must not require proof of information.

Categorical Eligibility for USDA Foods
If a household currently receives oneormoreofthe
followingtypes of assistance, the CE should mark the

: A Household
h hold cat lly eligible.
ousehold categorically eligible Size
Categorical Eligibility 1
SNAP Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 2
Program 3
TANF Temporary Assistance for Needy 4
Families 3
Ssi Supplemental Security Income 6
7
NSLP National School Lunch Program 8
Medicaid Medicaid Foreach

By signing below, | certify that:

Annual

$23,828
$32,227
$40,626
$49,025
$57,424
$65,823
$74,222
$82,621
+38,399

additional, add:

TEFAP Income Eligibility Guidelines
Effective July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022
Total Income

Monthly

$1,986
$2,686
$3,386
$4,086
$4,786
$5,486
$6,186
$6,886
+$700

Twice-
Monthly
$993
$1,343
$1,693
$2.043
$2,393
$2,743
$3,093
$3,443
+$350

Weekly

3917
$1,240
$1,563
$1,886
$2,209
$2,532
$2,855
$3,178
+5324

Weekly

$459
$620
$782
$943
$1,105
$1,266
51,428
$1,589
+3162

1) | am a member ora proxy ofthe householdliving atthe address provided and that, on behalfofthe household, | apply for USDA Foods
that are distributed through The Emergency Food Assistance Program; 2) all information provided to the agency determining my

household's eligibility is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true and correct. | acknowledge that | may be prosecuted for making
false statements related to the information | have provided for this application.

Household Member or Proxy
Print Name and Sign

Street Address, City & Zip

Household
Size

Certification
(TO BE COMPLETED BY CE/SITE STAFF)

Eligible

Categorical

Income

Crisis

Ineligible




Texas & the TEFAP Signature v.

Number of household members/
Numero de miembros del hogar

Name of household member/Nombre del miembro de la unidad familiar

If the CE wishes to continue collecting TEFAP

applicant signatures, please note that
signatures will now be considered “additional

Section 2 — Categorical Eligibility Seccion 2 — Elegibilidad Categorica . . o . . .

____ Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)/Programa de ayuda suplemental de la nutricion Info rm atlon = nOt reqUIred for dete rmlnlng

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)/Asistencia temporal para familias necesitadas

____ Supplemental Security Income (SSI)/Seguridad de ingreso suplementario e I igi b i I ity fo r U S DA FO O d S .

National School Lunch Program (NSLP) (free or reduced-price meals)/Programa nacional de almuerzos escolares {comidas gratis o a precio reducido)

Medicaid/Medicaid

Address (if available)/Direccion (si disponible)

Name of proxy/Nombre de apoderado

Section 3 — Income Eligibility Seccion 3 — Elegibilidad de Ingresos

I Collection of additional information must not
—erveor___permanh__ perven __porata___pornes___ porsenan be a real or perceived barrier to participation.

Section 4 — Household Crisis Eligibility Seccion 4 — Elegibilidad de Crisis del Hogar

If household is eligible for household crisis food needs, document reason for crisis here./Si el hogar es elegible para las
necesidades alimentarias del hogar en caso de crisis, documenta el motivo de la crisis aqui.

We hope that by removing the signature

o — requirement, Texans will have one less barrier

e st s s | to accessing the food they need. Thank you
for all for your continued hard work and

o 4 4@ dedication.

e oo ADVOCACY MATTERS!

| certify that:
(1) | am a member of the household living at the address
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